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A youth ministry expert presents Bonhoeffer as the forefather and model of the growing theological

turn in youth ministry.
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Andrew Root, a pioneering theologian of youth ministry, once again takes a courageous step by

offering a book that will appeal both to youth workers and to theologians (particularly, in this case,

Bonhoeffer scholars). For the Bonhoeffer scholar, he offers Bonhoeffer's ministry to young people

as a hermeneutical lens for interpreting his life and work. Conscious of the "Bonhoeffer

phenomenon"--in which everybody tries to claim Bonhoeffer as their own (as the ultimate

evangelical or the ultimate political radical, or the ultimate liberal) by zeroing in on one aspect of his

thought or experience of his life--Root looks to present Bonhoeffer's youth ministry as a consistent

lens for understanding his development of thought. Bonhoeffer's theology didn't develop out of the

ether, but emerged from his relationships and from his engagement in the concrete lived experience

of the young people to whom he ministered throughout his life. Bonhoeffer scholars who read this

book will see Bonhoeffer in a new light. Reading him as a youth worker allows for a fresh

perspective on the great German theologian which gives potential to new contextual interpretations

of his theology.To youth workers, Root offers Bonhoeffer as the "forefather" of the "theological turn

in youth ministry." Identifying the theological turn specifically as ministry which "seeks to share in the

concrete and lived experience of young people as the very place to share in the act and being of



God," Root shows how Bonhoeffer pioneered this turn in his own youth ministry and, in so doing,

Root offers Bonhoeffer to youth workers as a great teacher, their forefather.
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